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Biennial-Election to the Maharashtra

Legislative Council, 2024

INSTRUCTIONS FOR RECORDING OF VOTES AT BIENNIAL-ELECTION
TO THE MAHARASHTRA LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL BY THE MEMBERS OF THE,
MARASHTRA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY TO BE HELD ON FRIDAY, 12" JULY,
2024 BETWEEN THE HRS. 9-00 A.M. TO 4-00 P.M. IN CENTRAL HALL, VIDHAN
BHAVAN, MUMBALI 400 032.

A. METHOD OF VOTING :-

1.

For the purpose of voting, use only the pen supplied by the Returning Officer, which will
be handed over to you along with the ballot paper. Do not use any other pen, pencil,
ballpoint pen or any other marking instrument, as that will invalidate your ballot paper.

Vote by placing the figure “1™ in the column marked ‘order of preference’ provided
opposite the name of the candidate whom you choose as your first preference. This figure
“1” shall be placed opposite the name of only one candidate.

Even if the number of candidates to be elected is more than one, the figure “1” shall be
put opposite the name of only one candidate.

You have as many preferences as there are contesting candidates irrespective of the
number of candidates to be elected. For example, if there are five contesting candidates
and only two are to be elected, you can mark preferences from 1 to 5 against the
candidates of your choice in order of your preference.

Indicate your further preferences for the remaining candidates by placing in the column
marked “Order of Preference” provided opposite the names of such candidates the
subsequent figures 2,3,4 etc., in the order of your preference.

Make sure that you put only one figure opposite the name of any candidate and also
make sure that the same figure is not put opposite the names of more than one candidate.

Preference shall be indicated in figures only, i.e. 1,2,3, etc., and shall not be indicated in
words, one, two, three, etc. Do not indicate together in words and figures.

Figures may be marked in the international form of Indian numerals like 1,2,3, etc.. or in
the Roman form LILIII, etc., or in Devanagari form £,2,3 or in the form used in any

Indian Language, recognized in the Eighth Schedule to the Constitution.
Do not write your name or any words and do not put your signature or initials on the

ballot paper. Also, do not put your thumb impression. These will make your ballot paper
invalid.
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10. It is not sufficient to put a mark or ‘X’ against the candidates of your choice to indicate
your preferences. Such ballot paper will be rejected. Indicate your preferences only in
figures 1,2,3, etc., as explained above, not in words.

I'1. To make your ballot paper valid, it is necessary that you should indicate your first
preference by placing figure “1” against one of the candidates. The other preferences are
optional, i.e., you may or may not indicate the second and subsequent preferences.

B. INVALID BALLOT PAPERS :-

A ballot paper shall be invalid on which -

—

the figure 1 is not marked;
2. the figure 1 is set up opposite the name of more than one candidate;

3. the figure I is so placed as to render it doubtful to which candidate it is intended to
apply:

4. the figure | and some other figure like 2, 3 etc., are also set opposite the name of the
same candidate;

5. the preferences are indicated in words instead of in figures;

6. there is any mark or writing by which the elector can be identified; and

7.  there is any figure marked otherwise than with the pen supplied by the Returning Officer

%&
v

PLACE OF POLL - JITENDRA BHOLE

Central Hall, Vidhan Bhavan, Secretary (1) (I/C),

Backbay Reclamation, Mumbai 400032. Maharashtra Legislature Secretariat
and

DATE AND TIME OF POLL - Returning Officer.

12" July, 2024, _

9.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. (Jitendra Bhole)

Secretary (1) (In-Charge)
Maharashtra Legislature Secretaria
and
Returning Officer for Biennial - Election to the Maharashtr
Legislative Council, 2024
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Notice Under Rule 69 of The Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961

Whereas the members of the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly have
been called upon to elect Eleven members to fill the vacancies caused by the
retirement in the Maharashtra Legislative Council, I, Shri Jitendra Bhole,
Secretary (1) (In-Charge), Maharashtra Legislature Secretariat and Returning
Officer for the said Election do hereby give, in pursuance of rule 69 of the

Conduct of Election Rules, 1961, the following notice i.e.:-

NOTICE

The Poll will be taken on Friday, 12% July, 2024 between the hours 9.00
a.m. to 4.00 p.m. in the Central Hall, Vidhan Bhavan, Backbay Reclamation,
Mumbai - 400032.

<
Place : Vidhan Bhavan, (Jitendra Bhole)
Backbay Reclamation Returning Officer.
Mumbai - 400 032. (Jitendra Bhole}

Date : 6" July, 2024. secretary (1) (In-Charge)
Maharashtra Legislature Secreteriat

and
Returning Officer for Biennial - Election to the Maharashtra
Legislative Councl, 2024
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A copy of rule 70 - Rules for conduct of Poll - 39A
of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961.

39-A. Maintenance of secrecy of voting by electors within polling station and voting procedure :-

(1) Every elector, to whom a ballot paper has been issued under rule 38-A or under any other
provision of these rules, shall maintain secrecy of voting within the polling station and for that purpose
observe the voting procedure hereinafter laid down.

(’2) The elector on receiving the ballot paper shall forthwith -

(a) proceed to one of the voting compartments;

(b)  record his vote in accordance with sub-rule (2) of rule 37-A with article supplied for
the purpose;

(c) fold the ballot paper so as to conceal his vote;

(d) ifrequired, show to the presiding officer, the distinguishing mark on the ballot paper:
(e) insert the folded paper into the ballot box; and

(f)  quit the polling station.

(3) Every elector shall vote without undue delay.
(4) No elector shall be allowed to enter a voting compartment when another elector is inside it.

(5) If an elector to whom a ballot paper has been issued, refuses, after warning given by the presiding
officer to observe the procedure as laid down in sub-rule (2), the ballot paper issued to him shall, whether he
has recorded his vote thereon or not, be taken back from him by the presiding officer or a polling officer
under the direction of the presiding officer.

(6) After the ballot paper has been taken back, the presiding officer shall record on its back the words
"Cancelled; voting procedure violated" and put his signature below those words.

(7) All the ballot papers on which the words "Cancel.led; voting procedure violated" are recorded. shall
be kept in a separate cover which shall bear on its face the words "Ballot papers; voting procedure violated".

(8) Without prejudice to any other penalty to which an elector, from whom a ballot paper has been
taken back under sub-rule (5), may be liable, vote, if any, recorded on such ballot paper shall not be
counted.

37-A. Method of voting -
(I) Every elector has only one vote at an election irrespective of the number of seats to be filled.

(1-A) The provisions of sub-rules (1), (2) and (4) of rule 37 shall apply in relation to electors in the
graduates' constituencies and teachers' constituencies as they apply in relation to electors in the
Parliamentary constituencies and Assembly constituencies.

(2) An elector in giving his vote -
(a) shall place on his ballot paper the figure 1 in the space opposite the name of the candidate for
whom he wishes to vote in the first instance; and

(b) may, in addition, place on his ballot paper the figure 2 or the figures 2 and 3, or the figures 2. 3
and 4 and so on, in the space opposite the names of the other candidates in the order of his preference.

Explanation - the figures referred to in clauses (a) and (b) of this sub-rule may be marked in the
international form of Indian numerals or in the Roman form or in the form used in any Indian language but
shall not be indicated in words.

*kkkk
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